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Artists of the Australian Outback

Overview

Australia’s arid interior, the ‘Outback’, has been
inhabited for millennia by the first Australians. It was
grimly endured by the first European settlers and later
mythologised by artists and writers seeking to pin down
the Australian identity. Our 11-day journey takes us from
the city to the bush and from the coast to the desert, as
we gain firsthand experience of the Outback and
consider how it has been represented through history,
art and film.

We begin with the comfort and charm of one of our most
urbane capitals, Adelaide. From here we head to the
vineyards of the Barossa and Clare Valleys, among the
first places settled by European immigrants. Further
north we encounter the spectacular landscapes, light-
filled skies and Indigenous heritage of the Flinders
Ranges. The final leg takes us north to New South Walles,
and the true desert landscapes of Broken Hill.

Tour leader

Academy Travel director Robert Veel draws on his 25
years of experience to design and lead this tour. Robert
is especially interested in the connections between art,
culture and landscape and has worked closely with
expert colleagues to design the itinerary.

Essential information

Tour dates: September 2-12, 2022

Price per person: $6,820 twin
share

Supplement for sole use of
double room: $890

Maximum number in group: 16
Deposit: S500

Start: Crowne Plaza Hotel,
Adelaide b p.m., September 2

Finish: After breakfast, Broken
Hill, September 12

Fitness level

% Kk Some walking and standing,
some long travel days

ltinerary

Adelaide (3 nights), Clare Valley
(2 nights), Wilpena Pound (2
nights), Broken Hill (3 nights)

Further information and
bookings

Hannah Kleboe
hannah@academuytravel.com.au
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Wilpena Pound (2)

Broken Hill (3)
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-

Adelaide (3)

Adelaide’s artistic heritage

From the landscapes of Hans
Heysen to leading Indigenous
artists, we explore private and
public collections in Adelaide.

Performances

Enjoy a performance in Adelaide
and a Sunday afternoon concert
at the stunning Ukaria concert
hall in the Adelaide Hills are
included.

Vineyards

Visit some of Australia’s oldest
and most celebrated winemakers
in the Barossa and Clare Valleys,
explore their German heritage
and visit important art sites.

Flinders Ranges

Enjoy the rugged, arid
landscapes of Wilpena Pound,
depicted by painters and
photographers for generations.

Broken Hill art scene

Explore Silver City’s surprising
range of galleries and sculpture
parks and survey works by
indigenous, colonial, and
contemporary artists, inspired by
the Outback and in situ.

Friday September 2 - Arrival

Check in at the Crowne Plaza Hotel begins at 2 pm. At
5pm we meet for a drink and a discussion of the tour and
tonight’s performance before heading to a restaurant
close to the Festival Theatre for a pre-performance meal.
This evening we attend a performance together. (D)

Saturday September 3 - Adelaide’s artistic heritage

This morning we stroll to the South Australian Museum
and tour the indigenous collection, we then visit the Art
Gallery of South Australia, one of the country’s best. Our
visit concentrates on Indigenous art from South Australia,
the landscapes of Hans Heysen and other artists whose
work elevated the landscape of South Australia’s arid
interior to an iconic and mythical status. The early
afternoon is free, and you might choose to stroll the
nearby botanic gardens. Later in the day we travel by
coach to Carrick Hill estate. The stately home and 40
hectares of gardens has survived with most of the
original contents intact. Carrick Hill houses the private
collection of the original owners and art patrons Sir
Edward and Lady Ursula Hayward and includes
contemporary European and Australian paintings and
decorative arts. (B)

Sunday September 4 - Adelaide Hills and Hahndorf

This morning we head to the Adelaide Hills to Hahndorf,
Australia’s oldest German settlement dating back to 1838.
We visit ‘The Cedars’, and enjoy a guided tour of the
home, garden and studio of renowned father and
daughter artists Hans and Nora Heysen, with over 200
original works on display. Enjoy some free time in
Hahndorf, afterwards we continue to the Ukaria Cultural
Centre for a performance at the beautiful Concert Hall, a
contemporary, intimate venue overlooking the Hills.
Overnight Adelaide (B)

Monday September 5 - Barossa Valley

We depart Adelaide by coach to the Barossa Valley for a
guided heritage tour of the Seppeltsfield Estate winery,
the 1851 homestead, EIm walk, the distillery and blending
cellars. We learn the Seppelt family’s history and its
influence on the Australian wine industry. A leisurely
lunch at a local winery estate showcases the best
Barossa produce. We stop in at the historic Langmeil
Church, before continuing north to the Clare Valley, our
base for the next two nights. This afternoon we visit
Anlaby Station for a tour of the house and garden
followed by a light dinner. Afterwards, we make our way



to the hotel for our two night stay. Overnight
Clare. (B, L, D)

Tuesday September 6 - Clare Valley

This morning we explore Sevenhill, the oldest
winery in the Clare Valley. Established by
Jesuits escaping persecution in Europe in 1851,
the vineyard first produced sacramental wine, a
tradition that continues today. We take a
walking tour of the winery’s significant
winemaking and spiritual sites, including the
underground cellar, old-vine vineyards, St
Ignatius of Loyola Shrine and the crypt and
church of St Aloysius. In the afternoon we visit
the heritage town of Burra town and visit the
mine. We also visit Watervale, here take a tour
of Penobscot Farm and enjoy a farm to table

degustation dinner experience in the “Hell Hole™.

Overnight Clare. (B, D)

Wednesday September 7 -
To the Flinders Ranges - Scenic flight

This morning we make the 300-kilometre journey
north to Wilpena Pound, in the heart of the
Flinders Ranges. En route we stop at Wombara
to see its painted silos. As we travel north the
landscape becomes increasingly arid, with far
horizons, limpid skies and red earth. The ancient
sedimentary rock that makes up Wilpena Pound
forms a natural amphitheatre known to the
Adnyamathanha people as lkara, meaning
‘meeting place’. This afternoon there is a 30-
minute scenic flight over the Pound in a light
plane, the only way to get a comprehensive
view of the remarkable landscape. This evening
we enjoy dinner at the Station. Overnight
Flinders Ranges (B, L ,D)

Thursday September 8 -
Brachina Gorge

This morning we join an Indigenous ranger for a
tour into Brachina Gorge, passing through 130
million years of history that provides insights
into past climate and the evolution of early life
forms in the region. The gorge is home to many
species of birds and reptiles and an important
refuge for the Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby. It
was used by the early settlers as a pass for
bullock teams transporting their loads across
the country. On the way to Brachina we will
stop at the ‘Cazneaux Tree’ which, when

photographed by Harold Cazneaux in 1937,
bought him world-wide recognition. This
afternoon there is time to check out the ‘Artists
of the Flinders Ranges’ exhibition showing at the
Lodge. This evening we dine together at
Rawnsley Park Station. Overnight Flinders
Ranges (B, L, D)

Friday September 9 -
On to Broken Hill

This morning we tour the Station with an
indigenous guide.We then make the 500km
journey across the desert to Broken Hill. We stop
at the small town of Peterborough. Founded as
Petersburg by German immigrants in 1875, the
town changed its name in WWI due to anti-
German sentiment. Peterborough is where the
East-West Sydney to Perth and the North-South
Adelaide to Darwin railways intersect. It has a
high proportion of heritage buildings and a rail
museum. We arrive in Broken Hill in the late
afternoon and there is a simple dinner in a locall
restaurant. Overnight Broken Hill. (B, D)

Saturday September 10 -
Art and history in Broken Hill

When boundori' rider Charles Rosi came



